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OF THE PASSIONS. 11 

sult from the different mixtures  and combinations of SECT. 

bodies. 'Tis  absurd therefore to imagine, that each of _I 
these was foreseen and provided for by nature, and W h e n e  

that every new production of art, which causes pride objectsand 

or  humility, instead of adapting itself to the passion  by arederived, 
partaking of some general quality that  naturally ope- 
rates on the mind, is  itself the object of an  original 
principle, which  till then lay concealed in  the soul, 
and is only by accident  at last brought  to  light.  Thus 
the first mechanic that invented a fine scrutoire, pro- 
duced pride  in him who  became  possessed of it, by 
principles different from those which made  him proud 
of handsome  chairs and tables. As this appears evi- 
dently ridiculous, we must conclude, that each cause of 
pride and humility is not adapted  to  the passions by a 
distinct original quality, but  that  there  are some one or 
more circumstances common to all of them, on which 
their efficacy depends. - 

Besides, we find in  the course of nature,  that  though 
the effects  be  many, the principles from which they 
arise  are commonly but few and simple, and that 'tis 
the sign of an unskilful naturalist  to have recourse to a 
different quality, in order  to explain every different 
operation. How much more must this be true with 
regard  to  the human mind,  which, being so confined a 
subject, may justly be thought incapable of containing 
such a monstrous  heap of principles, as would  be  ne- 
cessary to excite the passions of pride  and humility, 
were each distinct cause adapted  to the passion  by a 
distinct set of principles ! 

Here, therefore, moral philosophy is in  the same 
condition as natural, with regard  to astronomy before 
the time of Copernicus. The ancients, though sen- 
sible of that maxim, that Nature does nothing in vain, 

111 

these 

causes 
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12 DF THE PASBIDBB. 

PART contrived  such  intricate systems of the heavens, M 
LVJ seemed  inconsistent with true philosophy, and  gave 
Ofpride place at last to something more simple and  natural. 
humility. To invent  without  scruple a new principle to every 

new  phenomenon,  instead of adapting  it to the old ; 
to overload our hypothesis with a variety of this kind, 
ere certain proofs that none of these  principles is the 
just one, and  that we only desire, by a number of 
falsehoods, to COW our ignorance OF the  truth, 

I. 

d 

SECTiON IV. 

OF THE RELATIONS OF IMPRESSIONS AND IDEAS. 

THUS we have  established  two truths ivithout  any 
obstacle or difficulty, that 'tis from natural principles 
this variety of causes excite pride and humility, and that 
'tis not by a dgment  principle each dgment  cause is a- 
dapted to i t s  passion. W e  shall now proceed  to in- 
quire how we may reduce these  principles to  a lesser 
number,  and find among the causes  something  common 
on which their influence  depends. 

I n  order to this, we must reflect on  certain  properties 
of human  nature, which, though  they have a mighty 
influence  on  every operation  both of the  understanding 
and passions, are not commonly much insisted on by 
philosophers.  The$rst of these is the association of 
ideas, which I have so often  observed and explained. 
'Tis impossible for  the mind to fix itself steadily upon 
one idea  for any considerable 4me ; nor can it by its 
utmost efforts ever arrive at such a constancy. But 
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OF THE PASSIONS. 13 

however changeable  our  thoughts may  be, they are not SECT. 
entirely  without  rule  and  method in their  changes. The 4 
rule  by which  they  proceed,  is  to  pass  from  one  abject of 
to what is resembling, cdntiguous to, or produced by 
it. When  one idea is present  to  the imagination, any 
other,  united by these  relations  naturally  follows  it, and 
enters with  more  facility by means of that introduction. 

mind is a  like  association of impressions. AH resem- 
bling  impressions are  connkted together,  and  no  sooner 
one  arises  than the  rest immediately €allow. Grief 
and disappointment give rise  to  anger,  anger to envy, 
envy  to nlalice, and malice to grief again., till  the whole 
circle  be  completed. In like  manner our temper, 
when  elevated with joy,  naturally  throws  itself into 
love, generosity,  pity,  courage, pride, and  the  other 
Tesembling affections. 'Tis difficult for  the  mind, when 
actuated by any passion,  to confine itself  to that pas- 
sion alone, without any change or variation. Human 
nature is too  inconstant  to  admit of any  such  regula- 
rity.  Changeableness is essential to it.  And  to what 
can it so naturally  change  as  to affections or emotions, 
which are suitable to, the  temper, and  agree with that 
set of passions which then  prevail ? 'Tis evident  then 
there is an  attraction or association  among  impressions, 
as well as  among  ideas ; though  with this remarkable 
difference, that ideas are associated by Fesenablance, 
contiguity, and causation, and impressions  only by re- 
semblance. 

In  the third place, '6s observable of these two kinds 
of association, that they very much assist and forward 
each  other, a d -  that  the transition is more  easily ma& 
where  they  both  concur in the  same object. Thus, a 
man who, by an injury  from  another, is very much d L  

IV 

the lelations 

The second property I shall  observe in the  human I 
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I 4  OF THE PASSTONS. 

PtRT composed and ruffled in his  temper,  is apt  to find a 
k+ hundred subjects of discontent,  impatience,  fear, and 
Ofpride other ufieasy  passions, especially if he  can discover 
humility. these  subjects in  or  near  the  person who was the 

cause of his  first passion. Those  principles which for- 
ward  the  transition of ideas here  concur with  those 
which operate  on  the  passions;  and  both  uniting  in 
one  action,  bestow on  the  mind a  double  impulse. The  
new passion,  therefore,  must  arise  with so much  great- 
er violence, and  the  transition  to  it  must  be  rendered 
so much  more  easy  and  natural. 

Upon this occasion I may cite the  authority of an 
elegant  writer,  who  expresses himself in  the following 
manner :-'' As the fancy  delights  in  every  thing  that  is 
great,  strange  or beautiful, and  is still more  pleased 
the  more  it finds of these  perfections in  the same ob- 
ject, so it is capable of receiving  a new satisfaction by 
the assistance of another sense. Thus,  any  continued 
sound,  as  the music of birds or a fall of waters, awa- 
kens  every  moment  the  mind of the  beholder,  and 
makes him  more  attentive  to  the  several  beauties  of 
the place that  lie before him. Thus, if there  arises a 
fragrancy of smells or perfumes, they  heighten the 
pleasure of the imagination, and  make  even  the co- 
lours  and  verdure of the landscape  appear  more  agree- 
able; for the ideas of both  senses  recommend each 
other,  and  are  pleasanter  together  than  when  they en- 
ter  the  mind  separately:  as  the different  colours of a 
picture,  when  they  are well disposed,  set off one  an- 
other, and receive an  additional  beauty  from  the ad- 
vantage of the situation. '' In this  phenomenon we 
may  remark  the association both of impressions and 
ideas, as well as  the  mutual assistance they  lend  each 
other. 

and 
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OF THE PASSIONS. 15 

SECTION V. 

O B  THE INFL'L'ENCE OB THESE RELATIONS ON PRIDE 

AND HUMILITY. 

THESE principles  being  established on unqnestion- SECT. 
able  experience, I begin  to  consider how we shall a p  - 
ply  them, by revolving  over all the  causes  of  pride Of tIte 

and humility,  whether  these  causes be regarded as the the= 

qualities that operate, or as the subjects  on which the " ' ~ ~ ~ , " ~  
qualities are placed. In examining  these qualities, I Ldit~- 
immediately find many of them  to concur  in  producing 
the sensation of pain  and pleasure,  independent of 
those affections which I here  endeavour  to explain4 
Thus the beauty of our person, of itself, and by its 
very  appearance,  gives  pleasure as well as pride;  and 
its deformityy,  pain  as well as  humility. A magnificent 
feast.  delights US, and a sordid  one displeases. What 
I discover  to be true in some  instances, I suppare to  be 
so in all, and  take  it for granted  at present,  without 
any  farther proof, that every  cause of pride, by its pe- 
culiar  qualities,  produces  a  separate  pleasure, and of 
humility a separate uneasiness. 

Again,  in  considering  the suGects, to  which these 
qualities  adhere, I make  a new supposition, which also 
appears  probable  from  many  obvious  instances, viz. 
that these  subjects are  either  parts of ourselves, or 
something  nearly  related  to us. Thus the  good and 
bad qualities of our actions and  manners  constitute 
virtue and vice, and determine our personal  character, 

V. 

influence of 
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PART than which nothing  operates  more  strongly on these 
passions. In like manner, 'tis the beauty or deformity 

of pril1e of our  person,  houses,  equipage, or furniture, by which 
hun,ilitY. we are rendered  either vain or humble. The same 

qualities, when transferred to subjects, which bear us 
no relation, influence not in the smallest  degree  either 
of these affections. 

Having  thus in a  manner  supposed  two  properties 
of the causes of these  agections, viz. that  the qualities 
produce a separate  pain or pleasure,  and that the sub- 

jects, on which the qualities me placed, are related to 
self; I proceed to examine  the  passions themselves, in 
order  to find something in them  correspondent to  the 
supposed  properties of their causes. First, I find, that 
the peculiar  object of pride  and  humility is determined 
by an original and  natural instinct, and that 'tis abso- 
lutely impossible, from the  primary  constitution of the 
mind, that these  passions  should  ever look beyond self, 
or that  individual  person, of whose actions  and senti- 
ments each of us is intimately conscious. Here  at last 
the view always rests, when we are actuated  by  either 
of these passions ; nor can we, in that situation of 
mind, ever lose sight of this object. For  this I pretend 
not to give any  reason ; but consider  such a peculiar 
direction of the  thought  as  an original quality. 

The secod quality which I discover in these pas- 
sions, and which I likewise consider as an original qua- 
lity, is their sensations, or the peculiar  emotions  they 
excite in the soul, and which constitute  their  very be- 
ing and essence. Thus,  pride  is  a  pleasant  sensation, 
and humiliky a  painful ; and  upon  the  removal of the 
pleasure  and  pain,  there is  in reality no pride  nor hu- 
mility. Of this  our  very feeling convinces us; and 
beyond our feeling, 'tis hale in vain to 'reason or dis- 
pute. 

I 

and 
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OF THE PASSIONS. 17 

If 1 compare  therefore  these  two established proper- SECT. 
ties of the passions, viz. their object,  which is self, and 
their  sensation,  which  is  either  pleasant 61- painful,  to of the 

the two supposed properties of the causes, viz. their re- these 

lation to self, and  their tendency  to  produce  a  pain or re::jr!z 
pleasure  independent of the passion ; I immediately iumility. 

find, that taking  these  suppositions  to be just, the  true 
system  breaks in upon me with an irresistible  evidence. 
That cause, which  excites the passion, is related  to the 
object, which nature  has  attributed to the  passion ; the 
sensation,  which  the  cause  separately  produces, is re- 
lated  to  the sensation of the  passion : from  this  double 
relation of ideas and impressions,  the  passion is deriv- 
ed. The one  idea is easily  converted  into  its  correla- 
tive ; and  the  one  impression  into  that which resembles 
and corresponds  to i t :  with how much greater facility 
must  this  transition be made,  where  these  movements 
mutually  assist  each  other,  and  the  mind receives a 
double  impulse  from  the  relations  both of its  impres- 
sions and ideas ! 

That we may comprehend  this the  better, we must 
suppose that  nature has  given  to  the  organs of the  hu- 
man  mind a certain  disposition  fitted  to  produce  a pe- 
culiar  impression or emotion, which we call pride : to 
this  emotion  she  has  assigned  a  certain idea, viz. that 
of seEf; which it  never fails 'to produce. This contriv- 
ance of nature is  easily conceived. W e  have  many 
instances of such  a  situation of affairs. The nerves of 
the nose  and  palate are so disposed,  as  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances  to convey such  peculiar  sensations to the 
mind : the  sensations of lust  and  hunger always pro-  
duce  in us the  idea of those  peculiar  objects, which are 
suitable to each  appetite. These two circumstances 
are  united in pride. The organs  are so disposed  as to 

V. 
v 

influence of 
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18 OF THE PASSIONS. 

PART produce  the passion;  and  the passion,  &er its  produc- 
tion, naturally  produces a certain idea. All  this needs 

Of pride no proof 'Tis evident we never should be possessed 
humility. of that passion, were there  not a disposition of mind 

proper for it;  and 'tis as evident, that  the passion a1-. 
ways turns  our view to ourselves, and makes us think 
of our own qualities and circumstances. 

This  being fully comprehended, it may now be ask- 
ed, Whether  nature  produces  the  passion  immediately of 
ZlerseEf, or whether she nmst Be nssisted by the ccopera- 
fion of other causes ? For 'tis observable, that in  this 
particular her conduct is different in the different pas- 
sions  and sensations. The palate must be excited by 
an  external object, in order to produce  any relish : 
bnt hunger arises internally, without the concurrence 
of any  external object. But however the case may 
stand with o t h e ~  passions and impressions, 'tis certain 
that  pride requires the :mistance of  some  foreign  object, 
and  that  the  organs which produce it  exert  not them- 
selves like the  heart  and arteries, b y  an original  inter- 
nal movement. For, Jmt, daily experience convinces 
us, that  pride  requires certzin causes to excite it, and 
languishes when unsupported by some excellency in  the 
character,  in bodily  accomplishments, in clothes, equi- 
pge ,  OF fortune. SrcondZy, 'tis evident  pride would be 
perpetual if it arose immediately  from nature,  since 
the object is alw2.p the same, and  there is no disposi- 
tion of body peculiar to pride, as  there is to thirst and 
hunger. Thit.dl?/, humility is in the very  same  situa- 
tion with pride ; and therefore  either must, upon this 
supposition, be  perpetual likewise, or must  destroy the 
contrary passion from the very  first  moment; so that 
none of them could ever  make  its appearance. Upon 
the whole, we may rest satisfied with the foregoing 

I. 

and 
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conclusion, that  pride must  have a cause as well as an SECT. 
object, and  that  the  one has no influence  without  the 
other. Of the 

The difficulty, theli, is only  to  discover  this cause, these 

2nd  find  what it is that gives  the  first  motion to pride, ride  and 

and sets  those  organs in action  which are  naturally fit- "lnilit~. 

ted to  proddce  that emotion. Upon my consulting 
experience,  in order  to resolve this difficulty, I imrned 
cliately find a hundred different  causes that  produce 
pride;  and  upon  examining  these causes, I supposel 
what at  first I perceive to be probable, that  all of them 
concur in two  circumstances, which are, that of them- 
selves  they  produce an impression  allied  to  the  passion, 
and  are placed on a subject  allied  to the object of the 
passion. When I consider  after  this the  nature of re- 
lation, and  its effects both  on  the  passions  and  ideas, I 
can no  longer  doubt upon  these  suppositions, that 'tis 
the  very principle  which  gives  rise  to  pride, and be- 
stows  motion on those  organs, which, being  naturally 
disposed  to  produce that affection, require  only a first 
impulse or beginning to  their action. Any thing that 
gives  a  pleasant  sensation, and is related  to  self,  ex- 
cites the passion of pride,  which is also  agreeable, and 
has self for  its object. I .  

What I have  said of pride is equally true of humi- 
lity. The sensation of humility is uneasy, as that of 
pride is agreeable ; for which reason the  separate sen- 
sation  arising  from  'the  causes  must be reversed,  while 
the relation  to  self  continues the same. Though  pride 
and humility are  directly  contrary  in  their effects and 
in  their sensations,  they  have  notwithstanding the same 

. object; so that 'tis requisite  only to change the rela- 
tion of imprwsions  without  making  any  change upon 
that of ideas.  Accordingly we find, that  a  beautiful 

B 2  
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horn a small  degree  of  love to a small  degree of hatred, SECT. 
than  from a small to a great  degree of either of these + 
e c t i o n s .  A man, when  calm or  only  moderately  agi- peE;;ta 
tated,  is so different,  in  every  respect,  from  himselc to 

when  disturbed with a violent  passion, that no two per- s,.rkm. 

sons  can  be  more  unlike;  nor is it easy to  pass  from 
the one  extreme  to  the  other,  without a w s i d e r a b b  
interval  betwixt them. 

The difliculty  is not less, if it  be  not  rather  greater in 
passing from the  strong passion to  the weak, than  in pass- 
ing  from  the weak to  the strong,  provided  the  one pas- 
sion  upon  its  appearance  destroys  the  other,  and  they 
do not  both of them  exist at once. But  the case  is  en- 
tirely  altered, when the passions unite  together, and 
actuate  the  mind  at  the same time. A weak passion, 
when  added to a  strong,  makes not so considerable 
change  in  the  disposition, as a strong when  added  to a 
weak ; for which reason  there  is  a  closer  connexion be- 
twixt  the  great  degree  and  the small,  than  betwixt the 
smal l  degree  and  the  great. 

The  degree  of  any  passion  depends upon the  nature 
of its  object.;  and an affection  directed to a person, 
who is  considerable  in our eyes, fills and possesses the 
mind  much  more  than  one, which has for its object R 
person we esteem of less  consequence. Here then, 
the  contradiction  betwixt '&e propensities of the ima- 
gination  and  passion  displays itself. When we t m  
our thought  to  a  great  and  a small object, the imagi- 
nation  finds  more  facility  in passirrg from the small to 
the  great,  than from the  great to the small ; but  the 
affections  find a  greater difficulty : and,  as  the affec- 
tions are a more powerful  principle  than  the  imagina- 
tion,  no wonder  they  prevail  over it, and draw the mind 
.to thei.r side. In spite of the ditsculty of passing froa 

11. 

confirm thin 
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PART 
IL 

SECTION IQ. 

OF THE LOVE OF RELATIONS; 

HAVING given a reason why several actions that 
cause  a  real  pleasure or uneasiness excite not any  de- 
gree, or but a small  one, of the passion of love or hat- 
red towards the actors, 'twill be  neeessarg to show 
wherein consists the pleasure or uneasiness of many 
objects which we  find by  experience to produce  these 
passions. 

According  to  the  preceding system, there is always 
required a double  relation of impressions and ideas  be- 
twixt  the  cause  and effect, in  order  to  produee  either 
love or  hatred.  But  though this be universally true, 
'tis remarkable  that  the passion of love  may be-excited 
by only  one relation of a different kind, viz. betwixt 
ourselves and  the  object; or, more  properly  speaking, 
that this  relation is always attended  with  both the 
others. Whoever is united to us by  any  connexion is 
always sure of a  share of our love, proportioned  to  the 
connexion, without  inquiring  into  his  other qualities. 
Thus, the relation of blood produces the  strongest  tie 
the mind is capable of in  the love of parents  to  their 
children,  and a lesser  degree of the same affection as 
the relation lessens. Nor has consanguinity  alone this 
effect, but  any  other  relation  without exception. W e  
love our countrymen, our neighbours,  those of the 
same  trade, profession, and even name  with ourselves. 
Every  one of these  relations  is esteemed  some tie, and 
gives a title  to a share of our affection. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com













560 APPENIiIg TO THE TREATISE, &C. 

f shall also take  this  opportunity of confessing two 
, other  errors of less  importance,  which Fore mature 

reflection  has  discovered  to me in my reasoning, The 
first may be  found  in Vol. I. page 85, where I say$ 
that  the distance  betwixt two bodies is known, among 
other things,  by the angles  which the  rays of light 
flowing from the bodies  make with each  other. 'Tis 
certain, that these  angles are  not known to the mind, 
and consequently  can  never  discover the distance. The 
second error may be found  in Vol. I. p. 132, where I 
say, that two ideas of the  same  object  can  only  be dif- 
ferent by their  different  degrees of force and vivacity. 
I believe there  are  other differences among  ideas,  which 
cannot  properly  be  comprehended  under  these  terms. 
Had I said, that two ideas of the same  object  can  only 
be  different  by  their  different feeling, I should  have 
been  nearer  the  truth. 

END OF VOLUME SECOND. 

for the Heire of D. Willison. 
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